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I hope that we all—international community
need help the Burmese people, and I hope
to get help to others—international commu-
nity and the U.S. and the European, every
country. And I hope we can change the gov-
ernment some without weapon in Burma and
Tibet and other—Zimbabwe—other coun-
tries, so around the world we all need peace
for—need a change without weapon. Thank
you very much.

The President. Thank you all. Thanks.

The First Lady. Thank you all very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. at Gov-
ernors Island. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of the First Lady.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
of Uganda in New York City

September 23, 2008

President Bush. I just had a very produc-
tive meeting with President Museveni of
Uganda. He is—he’s been a very strong lead-
er on a number of fronts. First, he’s been
very helpful in solving regional conflicts on
the continent of Africa, and I want to thank
you for your leadership.

Secondly, you gave me great confidence
when it came to realizing the proper strategy
in dealing with HIV/AIDS, because of the
success in Uganda that showed the rest of
the continent and the rest of the world how
strong leadership and a good strategy can ac-
tually save lives in a very substantial way. The
ABC program was implemented in your
country; infection rate went from a lot to,
you know, a much smaller number.

I also want to thank you very much for
implementing the Malaria Initiative. There’s
been over 200,000 [2.2 million]* bed nets
distributed in your country, Mr. President,
and that’s because of the leadership of you
and the organization of your Government.
And so I thank you for coming by for what
has been a very productive meeting.

* White House correction.
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President Museveni. Thank you, sir.
Well, T thank President Bush for the support
he has given Uganda through the AIDS fund,
for the development contribution. That’s
how our people are able to get free ARVs,
antiretrovirals. Many people have access to
these drugs now. In fact, almost all the peo-
ple that need to have them, have access to
the drugs, do so now in the case of Uganda.

You should know that not everybody who
has got AIDS needs to start on the ARVs;
there’s a certain threshold of resistance
below which he should be able to access the
drugs. And because of the money President
Bush has provided, and also the money from
the Global Fund, all our people who need
to access ARVs do so now.

Then there’s also the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account, although I don’t fully access
that money, but we have got a part of it. And
that one is also very helpful.

Then there’s the general support through
the World Bank and other bilateral programs
like USAID, supporting infrastructure. Be-
cause what we need in Africa is to lower the
cost of doing business in Africa through in-
vesting in infrastructure and energy and so
on, so that we can be able to attract FDI,
foreign direct investment. This is really the
way forward. And President Bush has been
tremendous on that. He has actually been
a very good friend of Africa, and we salute
him our gratitude.

I thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:57 p.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.

Remarks During a Meeting With
Members of the Iraq Coalition in
New York City

September 23, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, it is a
pleasure to be with you, and it’s a pleasure
to be with nations that have helped your de-
mocracy grow. A lot of people around the
world have made sacrifices along with the
Iraqi people to enable a country to emerge
from the shadows of tyranny, become a hope-
ful example for nations around the world.



